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LONG ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

1863-1891. 

THE Society was organized in March, 1863, and in the follow- 
ing month was incorporated under the general law of the 
State. 

It began its operations in two small rented rooms, one of 
which afforded ample accommodation for its library, and the 
other for its meetings. Contributions of books, and of money for 
the purchase of special classes of books, also of manuscripts, 
paintings and curiosities, soon made it necessary to add other 
rooms, until, in 1867, the fourth year of the existence of the 
Society, it occupied eight connecting apartments, well filled with 
its various collections. 

• In 1868, the site upon which the Society's building now stands 
was secured, but it was not until 1877 that a sufficient fund could 
be secured for an adequate and appropriate building. The corner- 
stone was laid in November, 1878; the building was completed 
in 1880, and was formally opened, with suitable ceremonies, in 
January, 1881. The amount subscribed for site and building, with 



accruing interest, was $155,684.05. The cost of the site was 
$32,500, and of the building $121,209.72, leaving a surplus of 
$1,974.33, which was used in the purchase of furniture. Every 
part of the work was done in the best manner, at a time when 
materials were lower than usual, and the house as it stands is 
admirably adapted to the purposes of the Society. 

Since it has occupied this permanent home, the Society has 
made large and important additions to all departments of its col- 
lections, and its endowment has been increased. 

The growth of the institution has hitherto been largely due to 
the personal efforts of a few active members of the Society, and 
to benefactions of money and boons from the living. Thus far it 
has received but three bequests, one of $5,000, from Mrs. Maria 
Gary, one of $10,000, from Mrs. Urania B. Humphrey, and one of 
$10,000, from Hon. Simeon B. Chittenden. Recently a fund of 
$5,000 has been subscribed by members to print a catalogue of 
the books now in the library. This work is in preparation, and 
will signalize, we trust, in a very useful way, the completion of 
the first thirty years of the existence of the Society. 

The names of all who have thus far contributed to the various 
funds, or who have given books^ manuscripts, paintings, specimens 
of natural history, and objects of curious interest, have been an- 
nounced in the reports issued by the Society, and are fully entered 
upon its records, where they will form a permanent memorial of 
the wise public spirit and liberality of those who have manifested 
by their work for this institution their consciousness that ''while 
men die Man survives." 

Their efforts and benefactions have enriched, and will enrich, 
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the lives of many in this community : while their service to 
posterity, by the establishment of this institution, will be enduring, 
and will grow more valuable with the passage of time. 

The Library contains about 45,000 volumes, including many 
rare and valuable works. It is rich in works relating to American 
local history, and to family genealogy, and contains nearly all the 
important works which have been published upon general Amer- 
ican history. It is also strong in English and French history and 
biography, and has a fine collection of costly and richly illustrated 
volumes, relating to fine art, antiquities and natural history. It 
contains a good collection of general literature, and is well 
furnished with Encyclopaedias, Dictionaries and similar works of 
reference. The most important American and English Periodicals 
and the New York and Brooklyn daily and weekly papers are 
supplied regularly, and of many of these periodicals and news- 
papers the Library contains complete or nearly complete files. 

Many unpublished manuscripts are in possession of the Society, 
among them a large portion of the papers of Henry Laurens, 
the correspondence of his son, Col. John Laurens, with letters of 
Richard Henry Lee, General Gates and other eminent men of the 
period; also a series of one hundred and twenty-three original letters 
of Washington, formerly belonging to Edward Everett, and which 
have recently been printed by the Society. 

Thus far the Society has published four volumes, with the 
following titles: 

Volume I.-^Journal of a voyage to New York, and a tour in 
several of the American Colonies, in 1679-80. By Jasper 
Dankers and Peter Sluyter. Translated from the original 



manuscript in Dutch, and edited by Henry C. Murphy. 
Brooklyn, 1867. 8vo pp. xlvii.-440. 
Volume II. — The Battle of Long Island, with connecting preceding 
events, and the subsequent American retreat. Introductory 
narrative by Thomas W. Field, with authentic documents. 
Brooklyn, 1869. 8vo pp. ix.-549. 
Volume III. — The Campaign of 1776, around New York and 
Brooklyn, including a new and circumstantial account of the 
Battle of Long Island, and the loss of New York. By Henry 
P. Johnston. Brooklyn, 1878. 8vo pp. 300-209. 
Volume IV. — George Washington and Mount Vernon. A col- 
lection of Washington's unpublished agricultural and personal 
letters. Edited with historical and genealogical introduction 
by Moncure Daniel Conway. Brooklyn, 1889. 8vo pp. 
xcii.-352. 
The Society possesses a number of valuable paintings, mostly 
portraits of historical persons, and of those prominent in the 
history of Brooklyn. An interesting feature of the institution, is a 
Museum of relics and curiosities, particularly such as are of his- 
torical interest in relation to this country, including also a cabinet 
complete as possible^ of specimens illustrating the natural and 
physical history of Long Island. 

The Society holds stated meetings, at which papers are read, 
or addresses delivered upon topics of historical, literary or scientific 
interest. These meetings begin in November. 

The privileges and terms of membership are as follows: 
Members are entitled to admission to all departments of the 
institution, and to the use of the Library and Reading-rooms. 



Books are not allowed to be removed from the building. Cards^ 
admitting two, are sent by post, to members, for every lecture^ 
before the Society. 

The privileges of the use of the Library, and of access to the 
Museum, are extended to the ladies in the immediate families of 
members, and to members' sons under the age of twenty-one. 

A very attractive room is specially provided and equipped for 
any ladies who may desire to avail themselves, as many do, of 
the pleasure and benefit offered by the institution. 

Terms, payable in advance, are: For Annual Subscriber s, $io 
the first year, and thereafter $5 a year; or, for Life Membership, 
$100, in full for all fees and dues. 

Application for membership can be made through any member 
of the Society, or to the Librarian. 

Ladies and gentlemen who may be disposed to avail them- 
selves of the privileges of the institution, are invited to call at 
the Society's house, corner of Pierrepont and Clinton Streets, and 
examine the collections. The institution is open from 8.30 a. m. 
until 9.30 p. M. 



OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY. 

President. 
Rev. Richard S. Storrs, D. D., LL. D. 

First Vice-President. 
Hon. Joshua M. Van Cott. 

Second Vice-President. 
Samuel McLean. 

FoP'cign Corresponding Secretary. 
Hon. Benjamin D. Silliman. 

Home Corresponding Secretary. 
• Rev. Charles H. Hall, D. D. 

Recording Secretary. 
Frederic A. Ward. 

Chairman of the Executive Committee. 
Thomas E. Stillman. 

Treasurer. 
John Jay Pierrepont. 

Librarian in Charge. 
Emma Toedteberg. 

Curator of the Museum. 
Elias Lewis, Jr. 



DIRECTORS. 

Rev. Richard S. Storrs, D. D., LL. D. 

Hon. Joshua M. Van Cott. 

Samuel McLean. 

Rev. Charles H. Hall, D. D. 

James R. Taylor. 

Ge(^rge I. Seney. 

A. Abbot Low. 

Alexander M. White. 

Henry Sheldon. 

Walter T. Hatch. 

Joseph E. Brown. 

John Jay Pierrepont. 

Simeon B. Chittenden. 

Hon. Benjamin D. Silliman. 

Temple Prime. 

Thomas- K. Stillman. 

John Gibb. 

Alexander F.. Orr. 

P2lias Lewis, Jr. 

Bryan H. Smith. 

Henry D. Polhemus. 

John Claflin. 

Charliiis M. PRAn\ 

C. Deij\no Wood. 

Frederic A. Ward. 



COUNCILLORS. 

KINGS COUNTY. 

Hon. J. S. T. Stranahan. Hon. Jasper W. Gilbert. 

David M. Stone. Rev. Frederick A. Farley, D. D. 

Rev. Chas. Cuthbert Hall, D.D. Prof. Darwin G. Eaton. 
William B. Leonard. T. Mortimer Lloyd, M. D. 

Julius W. Brunn. George L. Nichols. 

Joseph F. Knapp. Flamen B. Candler. 

QUEENS COUNTY. 

Rt. Rev. A. N. Littlejohn, D.D. Hon. John A. King. 
William Floyd Jones. Benjamin D. Hicks. 

Rev. Edward W. Oilman, D.D. Charles B. Moore. 

SUFFOLK COUNTY. 

Hon. James H. Tuthill. Rev. Epher Whitaker, D. D. 

Prof. E. N. Horsford. William Nicol. 

Charles R. Street. Hon. John R. Reid. 



BY-LAWS. 



NAME. 

I. — The name of this society is, **The Long Island Historical 
Society." 

OBJECT. 

II. — The object of the Society is to discover, procure, and preserve 
whatever may relate to general history ; especially to the natural, civil, 
literary and ecclesiastical history of the the United States, the State of 
New York, and more particularly of the counties, towns and villages 
of Long Island. 

MEMBERS. 

III. — The Society shall consist of Resident, Corresponding, and 
Honorary Members. Resident Members shall be persons residing on 
Long Island. Corresponding and Honorary Members shall be persons 
residing elsewhere ; and not more than twelve Honorary Members 
shall be elected in any one year. Resident Members, upon removing 
from Long Island, and on giving notice thereof to the Recording 
Secretary, shall thereafter be Corresponding Members; and, in like 
manner, Corresponding Members, upon coming to reside on Long 
Island, shall cease to be Corresponding Members, and, upon giving 
the like notice, shall thereafter be Resident Members. 

The Clerks of the several counties of Long Island shall be members, 
ex-officio. 
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FEES AND DUES. 



IV. — Each Resident member shall, on admission, pay five dollars 
Bs an initiation fee, and five dollars as dues for the current year ; and 
annually, thereafter, five dollars as dues ; or, in lieu thereof, a Life 
Membership fee of one hundred dollars, as a commutation for all 
regular dues. Should any Resident member, other than a Life member, 
fail to pay the said fees and dues for two years successively, or at any 
time refuse to pay the same, the Executive Committee shall erase his 
name from the list of members, and he shall no longer be a member 
of the Society. 

GOVERNMENT ELECTION OF DIRECTORS. 

V. — The- government of the Society shall be vested in a Board 
of twenty-five Directors; to be chosen by the Society, as hereinafter 
provided, by ballot, on the second Tuesday of May of each year, of 
which election notice shall be given in at least two papers printed on 
Long Island. 

* ^^ ^^ y^f ^^ ^^ y^f 

^^^ ^^^ ^1^ ^^^ ^^^ ^1^ 

At the regular meeting of the Society, to be held on the first 
Thursday of May, 1864, there shall be held an election for five Di- 
rectors to fill the places of the Directors of the first class, whose 
term shall then expire; and annually thereafter an election shall be 
held for five Directors to fill the place of those whose term of office 
shall then expire; and all Directors elected at said election in 1864, 
and thereafter, shall hold their office for five years. Any Director 
appointed to fill a vacancy, shall hold his office for the balance of the 
unexpired term of the person to whose place he shall be so appointed. 

In case any election for Directors shall not be held at the time 
above appointed, such election may be held at the next regular meet- 
ing of the Society, or at any special meeting called for that purpose, 
in the manner herein before mentioned ; and the Directors elected at 
such meeting shall hold their offices for the same terms as if they had 
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been elected at the meeting at which such election should have taken 
place. 

The Directors shall have custody of all buildings, funds, securities, 
and collections, belonging to the Society; shall fix all salaries to be 
paid to its officers; and shall have in their hands the entire control 
and regulation of its affairs in the intervals between the Annual Meet- 
ings. They shall fill vacancies occurring in the Board during the 
year; and shall meet on the third Tuesday of May in each year, 
and as much oftener as they shall deem necessary, or shall be called 
together by the President or Executive Committee. The Directors 
may declare the place of any member of the Board vacant who shall 
be absent from three successive meetings of the Board without sending 
a reasonable excuse therefor to the Recording Secretary. 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS. 

VI. — Members shall be elected as follows: The candidates shall 
be proposed publicly at a meeting of the Society, by a member thereof, 
and the nominations, together with the name of the member making 
them, shall be entered on the minutes, and be referred to the Executive 
Committee. The Reports of that Committee, recommending candi- 
dates for election, shall be openly read to the Society, at a meeting sub- 
sequent to that at which the nominations were made; and if any 
member demand a ballot, the election shall be by ballot, and five black 
balls shall exclude. If no ballot be demanded, the candidates so 
recommended shall be declared duly elected members of the Society. 

Members may also be elected by the Board of Directors; and 
Corresponding or Honorary members, may, by a unanimous vote of 
the Board, be elected without a previous nomination. 

All certificates of membership shall be signed by the President and 
by the Secretaries. 

OFFICERS. 

, VII. — ^The Officers of the Society, except the Councillors, shall 
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hereafter be elected annually, on the third Tuesday of May, by the 
Board of Directors, and shall be : 

A President, 

A First Vice-President, 

A Second Vice-President, 

A Foreign Corresponding Secretary, 

A Home Corresponding Secretary, 

A Recording Secretary, 

A Treasurer, 

A Librarian, 

A Curator of the Museum, 

And an Executive Committee of seven members. 

The officers of the Society shall be, ex-officio, members of the 
Executive Committee ] and five members thereof shall constitute a 
quorum. 

COUNCILLORS. 

VIII. — ^There shall also be twenty-four Councillors, who shall be 
elected by the Society annually, twelve of whom shall be residents of 
Kings County, six of Queens County, six of Suffolk County. 

It shall be the duty of the Councillors to consult and advise with 
the Society, with the Directors, and with the Executive Committee, 
as to the best means of promoting the objects of the Society ; and for 
that purpose they may attend the meetings of the Directors, and of the 
Executive Committee, and take part in their discussions, but shall not 
be entitled to vote. 

The Councillors shall also be, ex-officio , members of the Committee 
on Fine Arts. 

committee on the fine arts. 

IX. — The President, Librarian, and Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, together with seven other members, to be appointed an- 



nually by the President, shall constitute a standing committee, to be 
called "The Committee on Fine Arts.'' 

ANNUAL MEETING. 

X. — ^The Society shall hold an annnal meeting on the second 
Tuesday of May in each year, at which an election of five Directors 
and twenty-four Councillors, by ballot, shall take place. In such 
election, a plurality of votes given shall determine the choice. 

At this Annual Meeting, a Report shall be presented by the Board 
of Directors, of all the business which they have transacted in the 
preceding year, and of all the property of the Society under their 
charge; which Report shall be entered in full in the permanent 
Records of the Society. 

STATED AND SPECIAL MEETINGS. 

XI. — ^The Society shall meet statedly for literary exercises, and for 
the nomination and election of new members, at its Library, on the 
second Tuesday in every month, excepting July and August, unless 
otherwise specially ordered. But the President, or in his absence 
either of the Vice-Presidents, may, and upon the written request of 
any nine members, three of whom shall be Directors, shall call a 
Special Meeting, giving three days* notice thereof, to be published 
in at least two public newspapers printed on Long Island. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

XII. — At the Stated Meetings of the Society, the following shall 
be the order of exercises : 

1 . The reading of the minutes of the last meeting. 

2. Communications from officers of the Society, or from the Board 
of Directors. 

3. Election of members previously proposed. 

4. Nomination of new members. 
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5. Papers read, and addresses delivered, before the Society. 

But at the Annual Meeting, the Report of the Board of Directors, 
the election of Directors, and Councillors for the ensuing term, and the 
transaction of Miscellaneous Business, shall follow the nomination ot 
new members, and precede the reading of papers. 

QUORUM. 

XIII. — ^At all meetings of the Society, twenty-one members shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. 

XIV. — The President, or in his absence, one of the Vice-Presi- 
dents, or in their absence, a Chairman pro tempore, shall preside at all 
meetings of the Directors and of the Society, and shall have a casting 
vote. He shall preserve order, and shall decide all questions of order, 
subject to an appeal. He shall also appoint all committees authorized 
by the Directors, or by the Society, unless otherwise specially ordered. 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARIES. 

XV. — ^The Corresponding Secretaries shall conduct the general 
correspondence of the Society. They shall, at every meeting of the 
Society, report such letters and communications as they may have 
received; they shall prepare all letters to be written in connection 
with the business or objects of the Society, and transmit the same; 
but the Executive Committee may appoint a committee to prepare a 
letter or letters, on any special occasion. They shall keep, in suitable 
books, to be provided for that purpose, true copies of all letters written 
on behalf of the Society ; and shall carefully preserve said copies, with 
the originals of all letters and communications received, and shall de- 
posit the same in the Library. 

The duties of the Foreign Corresponding Secretary shall be limited 
to the correspondence with individuals or associate bodies in foreign 
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countries; and those of Home Corresponding Secretary shall, in like 
manner, be confined to the United States ; except that, in the absence 
of either of these officers, or during a vacancy in either office, the duties 
thus left unfulfilled shall devolve upon the other Corresponding Secre- 
tary, until such absence shall terminate, or the vacancy be supplied. 

RECORDING SECRETARY. 

XVI. — The Recording Secretary shall have the charge of the Seal, 
Charter, By-Laws, and Records of the Directors and the Society. He, 
together with the presiding officer, shall certify all acts of the Directors 
and of the Society. He shall notify all members of their election, and 
of such other matters as shall be directed by the Society or Directors, 
and shall transmit to them their proper diplomas or certificates of mem- 
bership. He shall, under the direction of the President, or either of 
the Vice-Presidents, give due notice of the time and place of all meet- 
ings of the Directors and the Society, and shall attend the same. He 
shall keep fair and accurate records of all the proceedings and orders 
of the Directors and the Society ; and shall give notice to the several 
officers, and to the Executive and other Committees, of all votes, 
orders, resolves, and proceedings of the Directors and the Society, 
affecting them, or appertaining to their respective duties.. 

TREASURER. 

XVII. — The Treasurer shall collect and keep the funds and securities 
of the Society ; and so often as these funds shall amount to One Hund- 
red Dollars, they shall be deposited in some bank in the City of Brook- 
lyn to the credit of *^The Long Island Historical Society,'' and shall be 
drawn thence on the check of the Treasurer, when countersigned by the 
chairman of the Executive Committee, or his alternate, for the purposes 
of the Society only. Out of these funds he shall pay such sums only as 
may be ordered by the Board of Directors, or by the Executive Com- 
mittee out of appropriations made by the Board. He shall keep a true 
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account of his receipts and payments ; and at each meeting of the Com- 
mittee, or of the Board, and at the Annual Meeting of the Society, shall 
render the same, when the Executive Committee shall audit his accounts. 

XVIII. — If from the report of the Treasurer there shall appear to be 
a balance against the Treasury, no appropriation of money shall be made 
for any object but the necessary current expenses of the Society, until 
such balance shall be paid. 

LIBRARIAN. 

XIX. — ^The Librarian, in connection with the Executive Committee, 
shall have the charge and superintendence of the Library, and the care 
and arrangement of the books, manuscripts, and other articles belonging 
to the Society. He shall cause to be prepared and kept, a proper cata- 
logue and list of the same. He shall acknowledge the receipt of dona- 
tions to the Society in his department. He shall expend in the purchase 
of books and other articles, and for their safe keeping and preservation, 
at the direction of the said Committee, such sums of money as shall from 
time to time be appropriated for that purpose, and report thereon to the 
Executive Committee, and to the Board at each of its Regular Meetings. 
He shall, at least once in each year, render his accounts for such pur- 
chases and expenditures to the Treasurer for settlement; and shall 
further make to the Society, at each Annual Meeting, a full report on the 
condition and progress of the Library and collections. 

LIBRARY REGULATIONS. 

XX. — ^The following shall be the regulations for the use of the Li- 
brary : 

1. No book or manuscript shall at any time be lent to any person to be 

removed from the Library. 

2. No manuscript in the Library, nor any paper read before the Society 

and deposited in its archives, shall be published, except by the 
order of the Directors, or with the consent of the Executive 
Committee. 



21 

3- The hours during which the Library shall be open shall be deter- 
mined from time to time by the Executive Committee. 

4. During such hours, any member of the Society may have free access 

to consult any book or manuscript, except such as may be desig- 
nated by the Executive Committee, and to make extracts from 
the same under the authority of the Librarian. Any person, not 
a member, may obtain the like privilege of consultation from the 
President or Librarian, if known to them, or upon the recom- 
mendation of some other member to whom the applicant is 
known. But no person, not a member, shall be permitted to 
make extracts from the manuscripts of the Society, excepting the 
donors or depositors of the same, without special authority from 
the Executive Committee. 

5. It shall be the duty of the Librarian, or his Assistant, to report to the 

Executive Committee any injury done to any book or manuscript 
by any person consulting the same; and the said Committee 
may, at their discretion, lay such reports before the Board. For 
any such injury, the person doing it shall make such pecuniary 
compensation as the said Committee shall judge proper ; and if 
he be not a member, the Committee shall have power to prohibit 
him from further access to the Librarv. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

XXL — It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee to solicit 
and receive donations for the Society ; to provide for its literary and 
other exercises ; to recommend plans, and make the necessary arrange- 
ments for promoting its objects; to digest and prepare business; to 
authorize the disbursement and expenditure of moneys in the Treasury, 
out of the general appropriations made by the Board of Directors, for the 
payment of salaries, current expenses, fitting up the Library, the ordi- 
nary purchase of books, binding, printing and other necessary outlays. 
They shall have power to appoint a Janitor and Porter, and to prescribe 
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their duties and fix their salaries. They shall, in connection with the 
Librarian, have charge of the arrangement and regulation of the Library 
and collections ; and shall have authority at any time to examine into 
the condition of the .same, and into the state of the finances ; as also 
generally to superintend the interests of the Society, and execute all 
such duties as may from time to time be committed to them by the 
Board. 

They shall meet at least once in every month, excepting the month 
of August ; and shall keep accurate Minutes of all their transactions ; 
and a full Report shall be presented by them, at each Regular Meeting 
of the Board of Directors, of what has been done by them, or by the 
Librarian and Treasurer, at their direction, in the interval between that 
and the preceding Regular Meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON FINE ARTS. 

XXIL — The Committee on Fine Arts shall have the arrangement 
and general direction of the Society's Gallery of Art. They shall decide 
upon the admission into the Gallery of objects of art, and determine 
their position therein. They shall, subject to the approval of the Board, 
make such special rules and regulations in regard to the Gallery, as they 
may think necessary for its preservation, proper use, and enjoyment; 
and shall devise and present plans for its extension and improvement. 

ALTERATION OF BY-LAWS. 

XXIIL — No alteration in the By-Laws of the Society shall be inade, 
unless such alteration shall have been openly proposed at a previous 
meeting of the Directors, entered on the minutes, with the name of the 
Director proposing the same, and shall be adopted by a majority of the 
members of the Board. And in case of such proposed amendment, the 
Recording Secretary shall be required to accompany the notice for the 
next meeting of the Board with a copy of the proposed amendment, and 
a notice that the same will be acted upon at the meeting for which the 
notice was given. 



BY-LAWS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



I. — The Regular Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held on 
the third Tuesday of May, October, and January, and the first Tuesday 
in May, in each year, at 8 o'clock P.M. Special Meetings may also be 
called at any time, by the Executive Committee, or by five members of 
the Board, on giving written notice of the same to each Director three 
days previously. 

II. — ^The Executive Committee shall audit all bills and claims before 
the sanje shall be paid by the Treasurer. 

III. — ^The Order of Business, at the Regular and Special Meetings of 
the Board, shall be as follows: 

1. The Reading of the Minutes of the last Meeting. 

2. Report of the Executive Committee. 

3. Reports of the Treasurer and Librarian. 

4. Reports of Special or other Committees. 

5. Appropriations for objects of the Society. 

6. Miscellaneous Business. 

IV. — These By-Laws may be amended in the same manner as the 
By-Laws of the Society (Art. 23), or may be temporarily suspended, by 
unanimous consent, but not otherwise. 



LIFE MEMBERS. 
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Bailey, James. 
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Bancroft, Rev. Lucius W., D.D. 
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Barnes, Alfred C. 
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Barnes, Mrs. Julia R. 
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Bartow, Samuel B. 
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